STATE OF INDIANA)

                            SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY
)

President David Schroer opened the Clay County Drainage Board meeting at 11:00 am on April 6, 2009.  Members present were Charlie Brown, Paul Sinders, Jack Withers, David Schroer, and Jack Knust. Also present were Attorney Eric Somheil, County Surveyor John Keller, Randy Staley and Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh who made a record of the following proceedings to wit:

A motion to approve the March 2, 2009 minutes was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 5 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF OLD BUSINESS
The Steve Brown property has been resolved, DNR is ready to raise the driveway, and install a culvert.
Paul Sinders and John Keller shared with the Board that there is another problem with the cleaning of the Mary Porteus Brown Ditch.  There is an April 1st deadline to cut trees, due to the Indiana brown bat.  Cleaning will now need to be done in the fall.  Several concerns with the ditch can be taken care of at that time.  

John has made plans to clean and take care of the Riddell Ditch.  He has sent request for quotes to Jenkins and BLS, and has applied for the necessary permits.  The quote from Jenkins for $6,100.00 is the lowest.  
Riddell Ditch has a balance of $4,634.89, which will not cover the full cost of cleaning.  General Ditch Improvement funds will need to be used, and they reimbursed upon collection.
A motion to allow $1,500.00 from General Ditch Improvement funds to be used for Riddell Ditch was made by  Charlie Brown, and seconded by Jack Knust.  Motion carried 5 ayes.

Jack Knust stated that the channel needs to be narrowed, or there will be not improvement to the Mary Porteus Brown Ditch.

John Keller stated that the MPB ditch will have these repairs while the Riddell Ditch is being done, and then the trees will be cleared in the fall.

There was then a general discussion of the inability to raise enough revenue to maintain the county ditches.  The one time increase of 25% was done two years ago.  Any further increase would require a notice sent to all affected parties, and a hearing to determine the amount of the increase.

Charlie Brown made a motion to table the discussion of raising rates, seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 5 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF NEW BUSINESS

David Schroer has had several inquiries from property owners wanting to improvements to their culverts.  Charlie Brown informed David that this is a highway department issue.

Per Paul Sinders request, Randy Staley reported that there are several reclamation projects underway in the County, and were reported in the March minutes.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business, Jack Knust made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 5 ayes
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